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Célébrations 2016  

Invitation to the cele-
brations - Programme 

 

Economic Summit  

"Because of its geography, the history of the ar-

chipelago of Saint-Pierre et Miquelon has always 

been closely linked to that of the neighbouring 

Canadian Atlantic provinces. The relationship 

between the two countries was further strength-

ened by the signing of the France-Canada 

agreement in 1994, which created the Regional 

Joint Cooperation Commission between Atlantic 

Canada and Saint-Pierre et Miquelon. This 

agreement gave birth to a bilateral mechanism 

for co-operation, whose objective is to  support 

the growth of partnerships between Atlantic Canada and the archipel-

ago in areas of mutual interest for their citizens. 

For 21 years, the French government, elected representatives and stake-

holders in education, culture and the economy of Saint-Pierre et Mique-

lon have been meeting regularly with the Canadian authorities from the 

Atlantic Provinces to discuss common issues of regional cooperation. This bilateral cooperation has thus 

encouraged the development of partnerships in many areas of the mutual and diversified interests of the 

citizens of both regions. 

The Joint Commission’s importance to both countries was highlighted in June 2013, when its mandate was 

included in the Canada-France Enhanced Cooperation Agenda unveiled by President François Hollande 

and Prime Minister Stephen Harper. This Agenda reiterates the key directions of the Commission and con-

tributes to strengthening concrete co-operation between the two regions.  

The quality of the contacts between our two regions and our principal Canadian partner ACOA (Atlantic 

Canada Opportunities Agency) encourages such exchanges and makes this cooperation successful. 

Examples of this success are all of the projects that have materialized during these years and, more re-

cently, the festivities for Célébrations 2016. An important event for the archipelago due to its historic char-

acter, Célébrations 2016 will mark the bicentenary of the return of the archipelago to France, and will re-

call the history of its people of French, but also Acadian, origins. 

"Given the exciting, motivating and unifying nature of these projects, it is only natural that the French gov-

ernment assists and supports the organizers in their efforts so that these celebrations are a success for all" 



French identity 
Since 1816, the archipelago of Saint
-Pierre and Miquelon has been the 
only French territory in North Amer-
ica, located only a few nautical 
miles from their much larger 
neighbours, Canada and the 
United States. The French flag flies 
proudly in Saint-Pierre et Miquelon, 
the French police ensures the safety 
of the inhabitants and it is the euro 
which is used there. Although this 
corner of France is very small, the 
attachment to the homeland is 
strong. 

Long before 

the Europeans 

arrived, the 

islands of the 

archipe lago 

of Saint-Pierre 

et Miquelon 

were inhab-

ited by Amer-

indians, the 

Beothuks (-200 BCE) and before 

any official exploration, Breton 

and Norman fishermen already 

landed there seasonally around 

1504. 

However, the official discovery of 

Saint-Pierre et Miquelon is attrib-

uted to the Portuguese naviga-

tor, José Alvarez Faguendes, on 

October 21, 1520, to which he 

gave the name "Island of the 

Eleven Thousand Virgins." This 

name did not last and in 1530 the 

name of the islands of Saint-Pierre 

first appeared on nautical charts. 

The archipelago quickly came 

under French sovereignty when 

Jacques Cartier arrived there 

with two ships, the Grande Her-

mine and Émérillon, and took 

possession of the islands in the 

name of François 1st on June 5, 

1536. 

At the end of the seventeenth 

century, Saint-Pierre et Miquelon 

experienced a period of instabil-

ity and alternated between be-

ing a French and British posses-

sion between 1690 and 1814. 

There were nine changes of sov-

ereignty during this period and 

the islands were totally destroyed 

four times, which caused the in-

habitants to leave. 

After the defeat of Waterloo in 

June 1815, the French diplomats 

included the final surrender to 

France of the islands of Saint-

Pierre et Miquelon in the terms of 

the second Treaty of Paris. 

In June 1816, the former French 

colonists and their families re-

turned to settle in the archipel-

ago, which had been devas-

tated and looked like the day it 

was first discovered, bare of all 

construction. The current citizens 

of Saint-Pierre et Miquelon have 

their origins in this recolonization 

of 1816. 

In 1976, the archipelago ob-

tained the status of French Over-

seas Department to replace the 

territorial status set by the decree 

of October 1946. Finally, in 1985, 

Saint-Pierre et Miquelon was 

granted the status of Territorial 

Collectivity of the French Repub-

lic, the status they still retain to-

day 

Célébrations 2016 
Saint-Pierre et Miquelon in the past 
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Association célébrations 2016 
 

Association  Célébrations 2016  is 
an initiative “by and for” the 
people of Saint-Pierre et Miquelon. 
This not-for-profit association (Law 
1901) was created in May, 2014 by 
the citizens of Saint-Pierre et 
Miquelon in order to prepare for 
the commemoration of the 200th 

anniversary of the islands’ return to 
France. 
The association’s objective is to 
commemorate this historical event 
with a rich and diverse program of 
activities (see p.8) that will 
energize the islands and create in 
its citizens the same sense of pride 
and hope for the future that their 
ancestors had when they arrived 

in Saint-Pierre et Miquelon in 1816 
to rebuild their lives there and 
ensure their futures. 
For  more in format ion on 
“Association Célébrations 2016”, 
and the festivities in Saint-Pierre et 
Miquelon, you are invited to visit 
their website: 
 www.celebrations2016.com 

 A bit of history 
Our origins 

"It is essentially the Basque, Breton 
and Norman people who came to 
populate the islands. '' In Britanny, it 
is the northern coast that is the best 
represented; in Normandy, the De-
partment of La Manche, the coast 
from Granville to Saint-Malo, 
around the Bay of Avranches, pro-
vided a large proportion of the 
population of L'île aux Marins. 

However, at the end of the 18th 
century, an Acadian element was 
introduced to Miquelon, of which 
we can still see evidence today. 

The second key element was Eng-
lish immigration: From Newfound-
land, which was very poor, came 
many citizens, young men but es-
pecially young women, who came 
to work in Saint-Pierre, either in the 
nineteenth century, or during the 
Prohibition. “ 
Olivier Guyotjeannin, « Saint-Pierre et Miquelon », L'Harmat-

tan, 1986 

Source: www.axl.cefan.ulaval.ca/amnord/stpierreetmiq.htm 

http://www.celebrations2016.com


Saint-Pierre et Miquelon 
program 
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he economic summit will be organized by the 

"Celebrations 2016" association in collaboration with 

CACIMA. It will take place within the context of the 

Regional Cooperation Agreement signed in 1994 

between Canada and France with the goal of 

bringing the business communities of the two regions closer 

together. This event becomes even more significant since 

the free trade agreement between Canada and the 

European Union is currently in the process of being ratified 

(CETA). 

The archipelago of Saint Pierre and Miquelon aims to 

position itself as an intermediary of choice for economic 

exchanges between Atlantic Canada and France. 

The economic summit will include three components : 

 

 conference component: 

Providing tools for success in business between these two communities. 

The topics will be the following: 

- The European Union-Canada free trade agreement  

- The business culture of the regions involved 

- Innovation as an engine of growth 

 

 workshop component: 

 

In specific cases, it will help identify all the constraints and challenges 

for a business positioning itself on the international market. 

 

 B to B component: 

Time will be set aside for visiting businesses and for business encounters. 

For more information, contact: info@célébrations2016.com 

Bicentennial Economic Summit 
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The main objectives 

 

 Facilitate business encoun-

ters between French and 

Canadian companies. 

 

 Bring together an extensive 

network of companies, to 

build relationships.. 

 

 Support the development of 

companies wishing to ex-

pand into international mar-

kets. 

 

 Facilitate communication 

between different business 

cultures. 

 

 Clarify export procedures 

 

This event will be held in Saint-Pierre from October 7-9, 2016 

This economic summit follows the Atlantic Canada-Saint-Pierre & Miquelon-France Business Conventions that 

took place in Halifax in 2014-2015.  

"The economic summit aims to stimulate business relationships between the communities of Saint-

Pierre & Miquelon, France and Atlantic Canada by providing the tools that are  

essential for success." 

T 

The overall aim of CETA (Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement) is the removal of tariffs, the har-

monization of standards, the legal protection of investments and intellectual property. This will open up new 

markets and will facilitate trade between Canada and the European Union. 



  Êtes-vous à la recherche d’opportunités d’affaires dans ce secteur?  
La CACIMA et la CCIFC-RA peuvent faciliter vos démarches d’exploration et de partenariat  

(informations ciblées et réseaux de contact)  

INTELL-ECHO 

Chambre d’Agriculture,  
de Commerce, d’Industrie,  
de Métiers et de l’Artisanat 

(CACIMA) 

4, boul. Constant Colmay,  
BP 4207 97500 

Saint-Pierre et Miquelon, France 

PROVIS—UNIV. DE MONCTON,  
CAMPUS DE SHIPPAGAN 

218, J.-D.-Gauthier 

Shippagan NB E8S 1P6 

Canada 

Chambre de Commerce et  
d’Industrie Française au Canada—
Réseau atlantique—Atlantic Net-

work (CCFCRA) 

333, av. Acadie,  
Dieppe, NB, E1A 1G9 

Canada 

The Economic Information Obser-
vatory is a regional cooperation 
project established between Atlan-
tic Canada and Saint-Pierre and 
Miquelon. The publication of this 
information bulletin is made possi-
ble through the sponsorship of the 
Préfecture and the Conseil Territo-
rial of Saint-Pierre et Miquelon, in 
support of the Atlantic Canada 
Opportunities Agency’s programs 
for research initiatives, linguistic mi-
norities and business development, 
and the Province of New Bruns-
wick, as well as the University de 
Moncton, Shippagan Campus and 
the prefecture and Territorial Coun-
cil of Saint-Pierre and Miquelon. 

 

 Editorial Production: Project man-
ager, Mrs. Janick CORMIER, cham-
ber d’Agriculture, de Commerce, 
d’Industrie, de Métiers et de l’Ar-
tisanat 

Intell-echo@cacima.fr 
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Information Policy: The aim of this 
project is to provide useful informa-
tion to stakeholders seeking to pro-
mote regional cooperation be-
tween Atlantic Canada and Saint-
Pierre and Miquelon. Information 
supplied herein may be used on 
the condition that the Intell-Écho 
bulletin be cited as a source. 

 

Responsibility: The project team is 
not responsible for the information 
resources supplied in this bulletin 
(content, links, changes, updates, 
timeliness of statistical data) nor for 
decisions or actions undertaken 
based on information supplied 
herein. 
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Intell-Écho is a periodic bulletin 
published by the Economic Infor-
mation Observatory, a regional co-
operation project between Atlantic 
Canada and Saint-Pierre and Mi-
quelon. The publication of this bulle-
tin is made possible through the 
sponsorship of the Atlantic Canada 
Opportunities Agency in support of 
research initiatives, linguistic minori-
ties and business development, and 
through the support of the Province 
of New Brunswick, as well as the 
Université de Moncton, Shippagan 
Campus, and the Prefecture and 
Territorial Council of Saint-Pierre and 
Miquelon. 

 

 Editorial Production: Project Lead, 
Dr. Monica Mallowan, PROVIS Ob-
servatory, Université de Moncton, 
Shippagan Campus, Shippagan, 
NB, Canada. 
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